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Tonight is your night! Tonight we celebrate your talents; your hard work; your dedication; your perseverance; your achievements.
Tonight is a very proud night for your Mums, Dads, guardians and families, whose love, encouragement, patience and support helped to make these achievements possible.
Tonight we celebrate your school community; the dedicated management team; especially the inspiring teachers who make a difference here every day. Teachers in the Ard Scoil teach not only the subject, but the whole person.
A very wise woman - my Mum - often told me "your education is your fortune" and how right she was! Education encompasses so much more than the acquisition of knowledge and the passing of examinations. Education gives you independence; it gives you choices; it sets you free. A good education not only develops the mind and intellect, but also nurtures the body and soul.  Your achievements here tonight in the fields of sports, music, volunteering, elocution, public speaking, German, English, art and academia exemplify this, and are testament to the holistic education provided by this school.
I have such happy memories of my time here and am proud to be an Ard Scoil girl. What stands out for me is the patience, encouragement and kindness of the teaching staff, who inspired me to pursue a career in lecturing.
My love for languages began here and was inspired by Mrs. Hughes and Ms. Cotter. Mrs. Hughes asked me to say a few words on the importance of learning languages.
 

So why should you learn a language?
Languages are fun! Languages open doors to a world of opportunities. Languages increase your employability and your salary!  Global companies such as Google, PayPal, IBM, Apple and Facebook are constantly recruiting graduates with language skills. SMEs and MNCs in Ireland across different sectors also need graduates with language skills. Half of Irish companies, which trade internationally, stated that foreign language skills are the most important skills for the future. 74% of employers are looking to employ graduates with conversational language skills. Louise Phelan, Global Operations Vice President of PayPal recently stated that “Ireland suffers from a deficiency in workers with second languages. We need to ensure we are supporting languages. I am bringing in 50pc of the language cover I require from 19 other countries.” 
​

Languages are a passport to other worlds. An increasing number of graduates are making their careers overseas, and there is no doubt that multilingual skills are a major boost to their employability. Be it Berlin, Bordeaux or Barcelona you are only a short flight away from home. Boston and Brisbane, on the other hand, are much further afield.
Ireland is a gateway to Europe. We are living in a global village, where international trade, travel and communication  are part and parcel of daily life. We will only be able to play a complete role in this new world through speaking our customers' languages.  I would like to conclude with the words of the great Nelson Mandela:
 "If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to a man in his own language, that goes to his heart."
