Ard Scoil na nDeise

May 2009 - Formal Opening of New Computer Facilities.

On Monday morning we had the formal opening of the new technology in the Computer Room with Mr. John O’Flynn, Chairperson of the Board of Management officiating. Also present were Mr. Paul Clerkin.B.O.M., Mr Ger Flavin, Chairperson of the Parents’ Council, and Mrs. Mary Walsh and Mr. Maurice Power, also of the Parents’ Council. 

The students were represented by the class prefects. 

Mr. O’Flynn praised the outstanding fundraising efforts of the Council; these hardworking people organised a night “At the Dogs” and two bag packing sessions to raise the necessary funding. 

Mr. Declan O’Keeffe, our I.T. wizard was deservedly acclaimed for his Trojan work in setting up the new computers. With the help of his son, John, Mr O’Keeffe built the computers himself. As a result of this, 31 computers instead of 29 were installed! Their work was applauded and appreciated by all.

Along with the computers in the Library and Foyer, the old computers will be placed in classrooms throughout the school which are already set up for internet access.Mr. O’Keeffe said there will be over a 100 computers in action in the school!  We are very fortunate to have his expertise on hand.

A Huge thank you from the school to MrO’Keeffe and our superlative Parents’ Council for providing such excellent I.T. facilities.

  Music and Dance Extravaganza.

Thank you to Aisling Looby, 6th Year for writing this piece on the magnificent display of Ard Scoil talent.

It was a cold and windy night on the 7th of May, but the good ole Irish weather could not detract from the excitement that filled the Junior Hall of the Ard Scoil.

 As the curtains were drawn back, the noise among the crowd came to a sudden halt as the sweet sound of “Amazing Grace” with the Senior choir opened the show in fine style.

This was followed by the more upbeat number “diamonds are forever” and “Pie Jesu” which featured the beautiful voices of Lisa Mangan and Jenny Hurley.

Great talent was evident at the keys of the piano when Brid Power, 6th Year and Emma McCarthy, 3rd Year played their solo pieces.

A skilful set of reels from Aoife Fahey on flute was followed by the lively Senior set dancers raised the tempo and added to the buzzing atmosphere in the hall.

Solo singers on the night, who truly showcased their wonderful singing ability, were Jennifer Moore, Aine Organ, Sarah Szucs and Lisa Mangan.

The musical talents of the Junior and Senior Traditional Irish groups were greatly enjoyed by the audience who clapped and tapped their feet to the hornpipes, jigs and polkas.

 The crowd watched in amazement as the Irish Figure dancers, Sinead,Kiely Roisin and Shauna Walsh and and, Olive and Muireann O’Brien from the Michael Ryan school of dancing, move in perfect “sync” to the Tambler reels played by Aoife Fahey, Rebecca Power and Deirdre Fahey.

Ard Scoil’s oen 4 piece band, “The Super Novas” shoed their flair and musicianship when they performed Gold Lion.

 Modern dance was ably represented by Laura Hodnett and the group Disturbia while 6thYears, Elaine Flavin, Kate Dunford, Michelle Cronin, Deirdre Fahey and Niamh Looby excelled in a comedy sketch. 

The String Trio of Frances Fitzgerald, Muireann O’Brien and Maighread Barron stunned with their recital of “Canon in D”

The Senior Choir closed the evening with “Catch a Falling Star”, “Memory” and “Mamma Mia”

This superb evening of song and dance was not only a triumph of talent but also raised funds for the Lourdes Group.

Thank you and congratulations to all involved in the organisation of this very successful evening; Music teachers, Ms Sinead Fahey and Ms. Ciara Lucey especially and all the students, staff and Parents’ Council.

                        T.Y. Cookery Competition.

On the 30th of April all T.Y. students took part in a school cookery competition, working in pairs. The teacher-judges had a very difficult job choosing the finalists for the following week’s cook-off. After a lot of deliberation, they decided to let 5 pairs from TYA and 3 from TYB through to the final.

The final took place on May 7th, beginning at 1.00p.m. Each pair had to plan a 3 course menu suitable for teenagers, following healthy eating guidelines. We then had to cook 2 of our chosen dishes. Local chef, Mrs Eunice Power of Powerscourt House came to select the winners. Our Home Economics teachers, Ms Aoife Leahy and Ms.Carmel Fox, and Eunice all agreed that the standard was very high and it was a very difficult task judging the finished dishes. In the end, Eunice came to the decision that there would be two winning pairs and a runner up pair.

The winning pairs were;

Rebecca Hodnett and Amy Duggan who cooked stir fried chicken curry with an apple and oatmeal bake.

Lucy Whelan and Kate MUlvihill who prepared home-made fish fingers with rhubarb crumble tart.

Runners up were Edel Roche and Rebecca Maher who baked salmon with leek and potato soup.

We won vouchers for Nude Food on O’Connell Street.

Teachers and students sampled the dishes and really appreciated the tasty food

 (Kate Mulvihill and Lucy Whelan)

Congratulations to all our cooks on their superb dishes.

