Ard Scoil Notes   Eilis O’Keeffe goes to Geneva for work experience!

On the 28th February I headed off to Geneva, Switzerland for a week’s work experience in the International Labour Office, where my aunt works.  

From the moment the plane landed I was amazed by Geneva’s beauty.  Its surroundings are truly unique.  The view of Mt. Blanc from across Lake Geneva is absolutely spectacular.  On Sunday, we took a train up into the mountains.  The scenery was so beautiful.  I had never seen so much snow before!  There was just layers upon layers of it on the houses!  We visited this little town called Gstaad.  It was so picturesque – like a postcard!  It was amazing to see people sitting out, drinking coffee, with the snow all around them!

I had to be up bright and early on Monday morning.  I didn’t really know what the ILO did until that morning, when I received a crash course in their mandate!  I was working in the library and the bookshop.  The people were so friendly and they went out of their way to help me.  I got a tour of the library and I was amazed by the fact that they keep so little books in the actual reading room.  Most of the ILO’s publications are actually available on the Internet!  

On Wednesday, the British Foreign Secretary Lord Malloch-Brown visited the ILO.  He was there to talk about an upcoming summit in London about the “Global financial crisis”.  I attended the talk he gave and it was very, well, cool!

On Friday, I took a day off so I could visit the United Nations and the Red Cross Museum.  I thought it was very sad that you can no longer use the main entrance of the UN due to security reasons.  However, all those flags are still very impressive!  We had a guided tour of the UN and it was absolutely brilliant!  It was so cool to get to have a look at some of the rooms where history has been made.  Random fact I learned: Gustave Revilliod donated the land the Palais is built on to the city of Geneva and his Will stipulated that the peacocks, who lived in the park, would be kept in the park and allowed to roam freely!  So, if you look out of one of the windows of the United Nations you might just see a peacock walking past!

After the UN, I visited the Red Cross Museum.  It was the best museum I have ever visited.  It was really thought provoking and sad.  It was especially heart wrenching to see the rows upon rows of Prisoner of War cards from the First World War.  It is estimated that there is a total of approximately 7 million cards.

Finally, a trip to the old town of Geneva was called for on Saturday morning.  The contrast between the old town and the new town was amazing!  We visited the St. Pierre Cathedral.  It was absolutely spectacular!  There is an archaeological site beneath the cathedral and this contained such wonders as a preserved mosaic floor from 400 AD!

It was a fabulous trip; I learned loads and had an absolute ball of a time!  I definitely hope to return some time in the future!

Seachtain na Gaeilge

For the past few weeks Mrs Carey and her T.Y. students have been working very hard preparing all sorts of events to mark Seachtain na Gaeilge, always an important and enjoyable time in the Ard Scoil. They organised a Trath na gCeist for first and second years, a poster competition, a SiScealta contest and this week the T.Y.s  and their counterparts from the C.B.S. will meet up for this year’s Cleamhnas.

Competition results; Trath na gCeist, Second Years; 

First; Tabitha Alexander, Una McGrath, Shauna Ferncombe,Rebecca Fraher.

Second, Clara O’Shea, Danielle Moore, Jennifer Meehan, Orla Dunne.

Joint Third; Hannah O’Connell, Gillian Tobin, Aisling Veale, Sarah Kiely and Laura Sheehan, Emma Nugent, Aine Power and Norma Jean Kearns.

Siscealta by T.Y.s; First; Lucy Whelan and Emma Duff, Second; Eilis O’Keeffe and Emma Whelan and Third; Frances Fitzgerald, Grainne Dwyer and Karen Crotty.

2nd Year Poster Competition; IST Tabitha Alexander and 2nd Lauren Regan

1st year Poster Competition; 1st Eve McGrat6h and 2nd Chloe Keane. 

         Irish Poet, Aine Ni Ghlinn, meets Ard Scoil cailini.

De hAoine seo caite chuamar go dti an leabharlann. Bhi Aine Ni Ghlinn ag caint mar gheall ar a danta agus a scribneoireacht. Ta tri cnuasach filiochta foilsithe aici. Chomh maith leis sin, ta roint mhaith leabhair scriofa aici do dheagoiri agus do paisti oga. Bionn si ag scriobh freisin don drama teilifise, Ros na Run, ar TG4. Chaith si roinnt blianta ag obair in RTE agus Raidio na Gaeltachta.

   She spoke to us about how she was inspired to write from a young age. Aine was born and raised in Tipperary and later moved to Dublin. She lectured for some years in DCU. She showed us the books which she has published and the various stages involved in the process of writing them. Everywhere she went, she carried pieces of paper to write down her ideas as they came into her head. Her son is a good reader and she asks him to read her ideas before she proceeds any further with them. HE TELLS HER WHT HE THINKS OF HER WORK AND WHETHER THAT book would be a success or not. She writes books as Gaeilge for different age groups.

 Rinne sip le ar dhan a bhi a staidear again. Duirt si gur thug a chara an spreagadh di chun e a scriobh. Cheap an rang go leir go raibh si an-suimiuil.

 Inter Schools Hunter trials.

 On Sunday, March 14th, there was a very early start for Ms Pickering and team members Kate Mulvihill, Alex Barry and Keelin Harty as they had to be at Ballinaclough for tack inspection at 7.00a.m.!!! Laura Connors fared better as the Junior Individual competition wasn’t till the afternoon so she had a much later start.

It was a beautiful day and as usual many people gathered at the water jump to watch the thrills and spills; indeed watching the speed of some as they arrived at this jump, one wondered if they had been inspired by Cheltenham the week before!

Unfortunately we didn’t come into the winners’ enclosure but as this was a first outing for some of the girls they did very well and we look forward to their next outing in the Ard Scoil Colours!! Thanks to all the parents for bringing ponies and jockeys to the course and a very special thank you to chef d’equipe, Ms. Pickering who not only gave up two weekends to lead the girls but also was up at 5a.m. to transport her lovely steed Trigger as a mount for Alex. Well done girls and better luck next time.

(Photos included show team members, Alex Barry, Kate Mulvihill and Keelin Harty and individual rider, First Year Laura Connors.

                          Minor B Hockey.

Last Wednesday our Under 14s went to the Friary to play against Carrigtwohill. The girls played brilliantly from the start with Aoife Landers scoring our two goals. This was our last match as we didn’t qualify for the play offs but came second in the division, only losing by two points.

Thanks to Ms.Neylin for reffing the match and to Ms. Pickering for coaching us. We look forward to next year.

Team; Olive O’Brien (Captain)< Frances Whelan, Maeve Brockie, Lauren Sheridan, Caitriona Slevin, Laura Connors, Eleanor Walsh, Aoife Murphy, Aoife Landers, Niamh Kiely, Cheyenne Tobin, Emma Keely, Jemma Kiely, Chanelle O’Regan , Ciara Beresford and Jenny.  (Caitriona Slevin and Aoife Landers.)

                         Green Schools update.

Here’s just a quick update on what Ard Scoil na nDeise’s Green Schools’ Committee has been up to lately.

At the moment we are working towards gaining our second green flag. The theme for the second green flag is energy. In recognition of this a WEEE bin (Waste electrical and Electronic Equipment) was set up outside the school. This enabled teachers, students, parents and other members of the school community to recycle their old electrical goods in a safe, organized way. The WEEE bin proved to be a great success with many people taking advantage of this great opportunity. /

 Since we successfully gained our first green flag, we have been striving to gain a second. We have made many improvements to the school building and to practices used in the school to make our school more energy efficient. We have designated the months of March and April as Ard Scoil’s Environmental Awareness Months. During this period we hope to plan many environmental awareness activities for example, an environmental quiz and a green day for students and staff. 

 Finally, we just want to express our sincere hope that everyone will support us by following the waste management code and energy saving systems in our school so that we may gain our second green flag.

( Enclosed photo shows Green Schools’ Committee with Mrs Vera O’Brien and Mr. Tommy Collins)
