Ard Scoil na nDéise Feast Day

Wednesday 11th February was the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes and patron of Ard Scoil na nDéise.  To mark the occasion the whole school community – pupils, teachers, parents, Board of Management and Sisters of Mercy – attended Mass at noon in the Friary Church.

11th February marks World Day of the Sick and sick people – relatives, friends and others – were in the thoughts and prayers of those taking part in the School Mass.

Lourdes has a special place in the life of Ard Scoil na nDeise.  Every year a number of 5th Year students travel to the French shrine and work as helpers with the Waterford and Lismore Diocesan pilgrimage.  During the Mass two of the students representing the teacher and 20 students who travelled last year gave a short account of their pilgrimage of Lourdes.  The work was demanding and the days were long but the experience was special, one that will remain with them always, they said. 

Students who had special roles in the liturgy were: Emma Casey, Michelle Cronin, Zoey Crotty, Aoife Fahey, Shauna Ferncombe, Samantha Fitzgerald, Laura Flynn, Andrea Foley, Aisling Fox, Shauna Hallahan, Shauna Hurley, Éilís Kiely, Hayleigh Martin, Aoife Moore, Amy Murray, Kaylee Norris, Catherine Power, Jenny Power, Róisín Preston, Patricia Regan and Katie Whyte.

The splendid choir sang beautifully under the baton of Mrs Ciara Lucey.

Mass was celebrated by Fr Flor O’Callaghan, OSA, chaplain to the school and the students participated fully in the liturgy with music and readings.   

The school principal, Mrs Dorothy Hughes spoke before the final blessing.  She paid tribute to all the students, especially those who had special roles during the Mass.  She thanked the teachers for their work throughout the year and in particular those staff members who played a part in preparing for the special Mass in honour of the School Patron.  She wished everyone well for the half-day.

