Open Night at Ard Scoil na nDéise

On Thursday, January 29th, the Ard Scoil will hold its Open Night when senior Primary School girls and their parents are invited to come and visit our school and see for themselves our fine facilities.  There will also an opportunity to meet students and members of our staff.

We have a superb academic record with annual State exam results well above the national average.  Many of our past pupils continue their studies in third level institutions in Ireland and abroad and are to be found in varied successful careers. We are equally proud of the students who have to work hard to gain their Leaving Cert and delight in the 100% success rate in the three main subjects this year, i.e. Irish, English and Maths. Our excellent Pastoral Care system and Support teachers ensure that pupils are given the guidance and help they may need as they go through school.

The school offers first class facilities for the teaching of the different subjects.  Young scientists have science laboratories for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Language students use the language laboratory, enabling them to concentrate on the aural aspect of their work.  Home Economics students have three kitchens in which to cook their delicious dishes and two dress design rooms. As well as the Music Room, our talented musicians and singers practise in the two halls.  In the Media Studies Room and, of course, the Computer Room the girls learn all sorts of skills.   All students benefit from the Computer Room which they use in the different classes, whether it is to do a language project, or research history or geography.  Computers are also available in the library and in the foyer for students.  All classrooms have been prepared for the installation of a computer in each room.  

Our Art students have a first rate studio for their work and their paintings and art work are to be seen throughout the school.

The Senior and Junior Hall, as well as the Demonstration Room now have large screens for use with laptop or projector.  Film Studies are now very much a part of the English curriculum and power point presentations are an essential resource for many subjects.  

Our P.E. teachers have encouraged our athletes to shine and this has been proved with success in athletics, football, hockey and camogie at county, provincial, national and international level.  Not everyone is an Olympic star, of course, and students are encouraged to take part in many varied sports such as swimming, badminton etc. We have many talented horsewomen and are always pleased to have them take their place in an Ard Scoil team.  

There is, of course, more to education than formal class work.  We encourage the girls to further their personal development and social skills by becoming involved in all sorts of extra curricular programmes.  Drama begins in First Year with classes in Speech and Drama where the girls learn to express themselves in improvised plays and learn to work together.  Drama is also an option in T.Y. and many concerts are held to show off the girls talents in drama, music and dance, not to forget our regular pantomimes. 

The girls are also involved in many clubs such as the Film Club and Amnesty International.  They also have the opportunity to serve as class prefects and as members of the Student Council.    Students in every year participate in the Green Schools committee and help to keep us environmentally aware.  Our public speakers and debaters have had great success over the years and this is a skill which is promoted in T.Y. with classes in communication.

We must mention our Cairde girls, a group of specially selected and trained  senior students who give up their free time to help new first years settle in happily at the Ard Scoil.

The girls never cease to amaze me with the amount of money they raise every year for various charities; they bake cakes, hold quizzes, organise concerts and special event days to raise an outstanding amount of money for different causes. 

I have already mentioned T.Y. a few times and I must praise the T.Y. team who produce such an excellent programme for the girls. During this very busy year the girls get the opportunity to taste the subjects available at Leaving Cert level but they do so much more. They learn to work as part of a team in their enterprise projects; with this and other project work they learn the importance of teamwork and deadlines, essential skills for when they leave school. They produce admirable art work with the ladies from Carriglea and with Work Experience they taste the reality of work life. Many take their ECDL exams in preparation for their future work life.  As part of their English class they learn how to write papers for third level courses. 

With outings to sporting, cultural and other events, they have the opportunity to widen their horizons and mature in preparation for the two hard years of Leaving Cert ahead of them.  Some students take advantage of this year to partake in exchange programmes to advance their language skills and we are always delighted to welcome their exchange partners.

While we are a Catholic school with an excellent R.E. department supported by our two chaplains, we are always very pleased to welcome girls of different faiths.

With the peerless support of our excellent parents’ council, we aim to provide a safe and happy learning environment for your daughter.     

This is only a sample of what the Ard Scoil has to offer.  Why not come to the Open Night on Thursday 29th January to find out more.

